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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
          6 March 2018 
 
 Meeting commenced: 4:00pm 
 Meeting ended: 5:30pm 
  
PRESENT:   
 
Committee A: Alex Klein 
   Imran Kotwal 
   Pat Wilson 
       
 
Committee B: Reverend Kim Wasey 
 
 
Committee C:  
     
 
Committee D: Councillor Saunders 

Councillor Brocklehurst 
Councillor R Wilson 

   Councillor P Wilson 
 
   David Milne 
 
Officers:  Kindra Belcher – SACRE Advisor 
   Elizabeth Jones – SACRE Clerk 
 
 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Alex Klein welcomed members to the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
The meeting today is being held at the Faith Centre, University of Salford, introductions 
were made and thanks were given to Kim for organising. 
 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of David Levien, Isobel Phillips, 
Reverend Daniel Burton, Anne Broomhead, Kerril Casey, Councillor Fletcher, Jeremy 
Michelson and Councillor Ryan. 
 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 31 OCTOBER AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 31st October were agreed as a true and 
correct record. 
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RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 31st October were agreed as 
a true and correct record. 
 
 

4. FOCUS GROUP UPDATE 
  

Kindra Belcher explained that she and Kerril have had a meeting to go through the 
action plan and to ensure that we are on track. 
 
The actions agreed previously were: 

1. To gain a better understanding of the exercising of the right of withdrawal in 
Salford Schools 

2. To identify strengths of other SACRE’s nationwide 
3. To gain an overall broader picture of RE in Salford schools 

 
Update: 

1. Analysis of the survey responses has been completed 
2. Alex confirmed that he had sent an email; he will chase up 
3. David and Kerril have met up and this action is ongoing. Kerril has held 

meetings with colleagues from Salford City Academy to look at examination 
data; this might be a bit tricky as it is the first year of the new syllabus 

 
Kindra explained that she has looked into CPD for Primary colleagues and has spoken 
with Lat Baylock about holding some training again on the syllabus. Cathy Starbuck 
has agreed that funding is available and we are looking to hold it in the autumn term. 
CPD for Secondary schools needs to come from the examination board so Kerril has 
contacted them.  
 
A date for the next Focus Group to meet has not been set yet. 
 
During the discussion the following points/questions were raised: 

 A syllabus is available from the Board of Jewish Jews - Alex will try and obtain 
a copy 

 There was an exhibition held at Manchester Cathedral of ‘Jewish Life’ – Salford 
Schools attended and was well received  

 What will be the CPD take-up be like? 
o I don’t know at this point, Lat Blaylock is suggesting a charge but I will 

bring up at my next Network Group to if they are willing to pay 
o Lat has suggested a 2 day course but I think would be difficult for staff 

to be released for that long 

 I am trying to use people in my Network Groups to do CPD – Imran Kotwal is 
coming to my meeting tomorrow to talk and answer questions 

 Anything that can help teachers or strengthen the good practice that is out there 
is always welcome 

 Alex & David stated that they are happy to come in to schools / Network Groups 

 Cllr P Wilson asked if schools provide CPD specifically around RE? 
o If you’re affiliated to NATRE there are webinar’s (nationwide CPD) I will 

put these webinar’s to the Network Group meeting tomorrow as they look 
good and are only about £30 

 David asked if we could achieve more with a better title than RE?  

 It doesn’t bring into the wider context of belief systems 
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 I think RE is a poor term, 53% of people in this country claim to have no religion 

 Cllr P Wilson explained that as a School Governor he has had a conversation 
with a Headteacher and he was completed unaware of the changes to the 
syllabus, we need a wider way we can engage with schools, maybe via 
Governor Services and it can then be an agenda item for the Governing Body, 
we need to bring the subject back into the forefront 

o If we do this it will engages a different population that we haven’t 
engaged before 

o The next round of Governing Body meetings will be June/July 

 A lot of the syllabus chimes with Citizenship, British Values –  

 Ofsted focus is heavy on RE and British Values 

 SIAMS - do produce those reports? We could get a Snapshot of a particular 
range of schools and would be interesting to look at. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Kindra to access SIAMS Inspections reports. 
RESOLVED: THAT (3) Kindra to draft a form of words to send to Governor Services. 
 
 

5. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE 
 
PRIMARY:- 
Kindra explained that she held a meeting the beginning of December, 10-12 people 
attended and was well received. 
 
On the agenda was: 

 Holocaust Memorial Day 
She flagged up with them the Holocaust Memorial event and to get things off them to 
share with Magda, the next meeting is tomorrow so she will ask for them to send me 
any HMD work for next year’s event.  
 

 Pupil Voice 
A teacher from Westwood Park came and spoke to them about Pupil Voice which is 
used to gain an insight of what pupils think. They ask pupils what they enjoy about the 
subject and what would they change, they do it termly and it reports back to staff and 
informs an action plan. 
 

 CPD 
They are keen on it and a refresher on the syllabus.  
 

 Local Group NATRE update 
There is a Spirited Arts competition which is held annually; I really want them to get 
involved. 
On the website there is a free app where you can look up RE definitions – you type in 
a word you don’t know and it will give you the definition, it will also show you how to 
pronounce the word – this is a good for subject leaders who lack confidence. 
 
At every meeting we also share good practice. One school had a visitor from Buddhist 
Centre so they are all looking at different ways themselves. 
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SECONDARY:- 
In Kerril’s absence Kindra provided an update. 
 
Kerril held a meeting with Salford City Academy and Walkden High School and this 
meeting will be happening on a termly basis. 
 
She has spoken with the examination board to arrange CPD. 
 
Ellesemere Perk will hold Holocaust learning sessions in the summer term and will be 
going to Auschwitz in autumn and are happy to present to SACRE. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

 
 

6. HUMANIST SUPPLEMENT 
  

David Milne explained that the ‘Humanist Supplement’ is a document for all the North 
West Authorities to help and assist them. It had input from Morris Smith, Luke Donalin 
and Lay Blaylock. Most of the Local Authorities have now taken this up, will Salford? 
 
During the discussion the following points/questions were raised: 

 I’m concerned we can’t do it justice at this meeting now and we need to hold a 
separate meeting to look and discuss it further 

 We need to be able to cross reference this against our schools syllabus 

 It is excellent at explaining about being a Humanist but it needs to be written 
neutrally 

 To read the document as well educated in all religions then it is a fantastic 
document but it needs to be written without any a political bias  

 It needs to allow each faith to speak for itself  

 It came over that this is the doctrine  

 Have to be free thinking – different families bring up their children in the same 
religion in different ways 

 We need the Humanist perspective only 

 It is all so one sided as you read through it 
o Reality of life is religion is one sided 

 At secondary school are we referencing documents that hold a particular view? 
o No, the new syllabus doesn’t critic other religions 

 
Reverend Kim explained that she had read it all and prepared some notes as she has 
some specific concerns:  

 Is this offered to school as a resource or is it an addition to the syllabus? If it is 
as an addition then it is to big 

 Ethos – there are several occasions it makes the leap of not having a religion 
and not believing God as the same, sighting in paper 48% do not have a religion 
– I don’t accept that those two things are the same and to put as a premise is 
not a fair way to put to children 

 Issue with giving local data then giving national data, it needs to be consistence 

 Signposting to teachers need to be briefer 

 Our syllabus I feel avoids critic – this one feels like critic is being given. A 
question is asked then an answer is given from the Humanist point of view on 
page 21 
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 Page 50 – needs to be written with clarity and not making comments on other 
people’s faith 

 It came across as a text book not a neutral and focused add on to the syllabus 
 
David thanked everyone for their constructive feedback. 
 
Everyone agreed to hold an additional meeting in order to discuss the Humanist 
Supplement in more detail. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: THAT (2) any comments on the document please send to Elizabeth to 
collate who will send on to David Milne 
RESOLVED: THAT (3) an additional SACRE meeting to be held to discuss this further 
(David Milne to give Elizabeth Rob Grinter’s email so he can be invited) 

 
 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Imran Kotwal explained that Eccles Mosque are keen to encourage more school 
visits.  They have hosted several visits from Salford schools recently and the 
feedback has been positive.  
 
To organise a visit to Eccles Mosque - schools should contact Mr Tahir Mahmood 
(Eccles Mosque community worker) by email office@ecclesmosque.org.uk 

 
 
8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING  

 
The meeting agreed that Elizabeth would send out some potential dates for the June 
meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate. 
 
A possible venue was discussed and it was suggested that it could take place at 
Ellesmere High School. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date in June 
2018, to be held in a religious or education setting and members notified accordingly.   

mailto:office@ecclesmosque.org.uk

